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took up his residence in Benares and associated
there with the followers of Ram&nand. We
can well imagine that his teaching gave offence
both to orthodox Muhammada.ns and to or-
thodox Hindus, and it is probable that both
parties welcomed the opportunity afforded by
Sibandar Lodi's visit to Jaunpur in 1495 to wait
upon him with a request that he would rid
them of one who despised tradition when in
conflict with the truths

Sikandar Lodi is represented by Muhamma-
dan historians as one who was zealous for the
faith and had on one occasion put to death a
distinguished pandit, Jodhan by name, because
he refused to allow that Islam had a monopoly
of spiritual truth. Fortunately for Kabfr Mu-
hammadan rulers were wont to allow Suffs
considerable license in their criticism of the
faith, especially when such Sufis combined
personal piety with poetical talent. When we
read how the enemies of Kabfr reminded the
Emperor of the fate that had befallen Mansur
and Sh&ms Tabrezi who were both distinguished
Sufi saints, we feel that they had some know-
ledge of this weakness and feared lest Kabfr
might on such grounds escape the death penal-
ty which alone would satisfy their embittered
feelings. Their fears were realised, for we
gather from the legend that the Emperor con-